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T he First Kinetic Convcyancc (_ontest ~ Maﬂ 3, 1980

The Contest started in Niwot with a pancake breakfast and the inspection of the entries.

Jon Matthews
Tim Matthews

I just knew that question would
come up. Where did the idea for this
insanity originate? Wouldn't you know
it’d be in California?

It all began on Mother’s Day, 1969,
in the small hamlet of Ferndale, Califor-
nia (get out those maps, it’s near
Eureka). Metal sculptor Hobart Brown
was welding together a tall, red pentacy-
cle for his son Justin. Artist Jack Mays
- pronounced the contraption laughable
and, with typical one-up-man-ship
. announced his own intentions to build a
better sculpture. In fact, he is quoted as
saying, “I'll build a kinetic sculpture and
{ we'll race them.” Other friends joined in.
: On Mother's Day morn, a handful of
sculptures assembled on Main Street to
the cheers and jeers of onlookers.

In succeeding years the race has
" grown, outdistancing even the fondest
hopes of race founder Hobart Brown.

Where it all be

—— -

saturday, May 3 Pancake Breakfast at Cottonwood Park Squa
Squa

7:00 a.m. Store up carbohydrates before the race begins

8:00 a.m. Inspection and bly at Cott. dParl
Square. Traffic congestion is a great possibili T
wise contestant will be here early. Official inspect;
conveyances and personnel. Checkpoint fu'r'
certification, lien waivers, entry fee, and ance of
identifying numbers.

9:00 a.m. _ gt crews. Last mine

£ announcements, changes, advice shor

necessary. (The usual B.S. that makes the organize
feel worthwhile,

10:00 a.m. Speeches by the famous and soon-to-be-

famous.

10:30 a.m. Bang! The starting gun sounds for the LeMans, Niwo!

start of the race.
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The years 1970-1973 saw more and
more participants in the annual event
with names that will live into infamy —
“Tyronosaurus Rust,” “Red Bird,”
“Rickety Chicadee,” and the all time |
local favorite, “Ferndale Area Rapid
Transit.”

In 1974 the race was expanded to
surrounding Humboldt County. Field's
Landing, a local fishing port, would be . -
the launch site for the cross-country =
Kinetic Sculpture Race.

The race grew and grew until ...
The 1980 Arcata to Ferndale
Cross Country Kinetic Sculpture Race,
77 sculptures racing over a thirty-four
mile course in a three day event over land

and swamp from Arcata to Ferndale.

And now, the first annual WANO-
COORS Light Kinetic Conveyance
Contest is about to begin.

Items you find in a drawer or a box in the shed may be artifacts for Niwot
history preservation. The official 15t Annual Kinetic Conveyance Contest
souvenir program and newspaper articles are located in the
Tharp Collection in the Niwot Historical Society archives.

SOUVENIR PROGRAM
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T he latest lecture videos added to
our You | ube Fagc are:

= Haystack: the land, people, golf course
= Arapaho Culture with Fred Mosqueda

Mr. Mosqueda
Isthe Language and

Culture Program == ——-@@;}%‘

g
Qutreach Specialist
jnr the Cheyenne ;:
q, #paho Tribes, .

The Land,

People,

Arapaho
Culture ==
: Golf Course

Fred Mosqueda shared Arapaho Culture to a full house

Members, Volunteers and Friends

at the Left Hand Grange Hall. He shared stories about 2re our most valuable resource.

the culture, he taught us language and how to Niwot Historical Soci ctg
pronounce Nawath, performed a ceremony when Board of Directors
accepting a Teton Honor Blanket. President: Kathy Koehler
We are looking forward to learning more about the Ireasurer: Terry Larsen

Secretary: Mary Claire Collins
Directors: Donlyn Arbuthnot, Rob Gordon,

: — : : : Joan Grunzweig, Vivian Knaus,
With new audio/video equipment installed in the Leonard Sitongia,

Left Hand Grange Hall, the Niwot Historical Society Kirk Stewart, Diane Zimmermann

. . . ~ Committee Chairs ~
will no longer have need for our audio equipment Accessioning & Archives: Vivian Knaus

Arapaho people in the future.

and the projector. Membership: Diane Zimmermann
Newsletter & Programs: Kathy Koehler
? Please let us know if you know a Photo Leases: loan Grunzweig
. . . Special Projects: Kirk Stewart
non-profit organization Walking Tours: Mary Claire Collins,
Joan Grunzweig, Kathy Koehler,
to whom we could donate the Diane Zimmermann
i 2 Web Master: Leonard Sitongia
. o eqUIpm_ent o ) At Large: Donlyn Arbuthnot, Rob Gordon
Equipment is in good working condition with a new S v e
backup/replacement bulb for the prOJector. Niwot Historical Society
If you need more details about the audio and video P.0.Box 354, Niwot, CO 80544-0354
equipment, please send your inquiry and specifics Email at info@niwothistoricalsociety.org

or website at www.niwothistoricalsociety.org

to: info@niwothistoricalsociety.org
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